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Introduction

Theart of ceramicsrequiresclay, wood and water all of which could be found locallyin
Moustiers Beforeworkingthe clay,it must be brokendown, cleanedand left to rot down
for severalmonths in an earth cellar It is to this lengthy rotting down processthat
Moustiersowed its reputation for the fine quality of its glaze Moustiersclayis first-rate.
Not only doesit containenoughlimestonefor articlesto remainintact after their first trip
to the kiln, but it alsoensuresan optimal fixation of the glaze Thechemicalcomposition
of the clay likewise affects the appearanceof the glaze and its fine quality lends a
beautiful resonanceo faienceearthenware

Thearrival of the Clérissybrothers wasto bring fame to Moustiers Theycamefrom an
Italian family of earthenwarepotters. With Pierre Clérissyas catalyst,in 1679 Moustiers
wasto enjoy the start of the W3 2 I FASCits faience(a type and decorativestyle of
earthenware) Thepopulationstoodat 2000with 14 faienceworkshopsand4 papermills.
It is believedthat the choiceof motifs and painting used on faiencewere either copied
from, or inspired by, well-known artists of the time such as Antonio Tempesta a 16"
century Italian painter and engraverand JeanBérain an architect, draughtsmanand 17t
centuryengraver



